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3 H OEV VER R ſhall look Qudiouſ: 

j ly into the Hiſtory of the great 
Cities of this Earth, their Situ- 
f _ ations, Conſtitutions, and Con- 
neinhs; their Growth, Vigour and Decay, will 


find therein” much Matter of real Advantage 


and more Beauty in the moral Courſe of Things, 
than meets the Eye of # careleſs Obferver : But 
he that goes to ſuch Employment muſt carry with 


kim ſome Knowledge' of Man, a Knowledge as 


difficult and pleaſing as the former, and almoſt 
as ſeldom attained ; For to what Purpoſe wou'd 
it be to look into the Actions of a Number of 
Beings, to him who kad no Knowledge of the 
Nature of any Individual. But the Knowledge 
5 ot 
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of Men is not to be attained from Books alone, 
nor from Meditation: It is to be had by mix- 


ing with and obſerving Mankind, neither look- 


ing always with a philoſophic Eye into the Springs 


of Conduct, nor ſuperficially judging from the 
firſt Appearances, but carefully obſerving and 


concluding from all Particulars compared toge- 
ther. Hence it is that Actors in the great Scenes 
of Life have ever been the beſt Hiſtorians, and: 


from a Knowledge gained by their conſtant Ob- 


ſervation of Particulars, have thrown ſtrong and 
general Lights on the Tranſactions of their Times, 


which Men remote from the Scene could never 


do. 
Great Cities ſubject t to Kingdoms or Empires 


follow their Fates, which Fates are different as 


their Conſtitutions; ſome tumbling haſtily like 


Buildings without ſolid Foundation, others crumb- 
| livg as Honſes of bad Materials, and others en- 
during to be the Envy of Time. Kingdoms or 


Cities conſtituted to enſlave Mankind, are over- 
turned by the Breath of Freemen; while ſuch 


as are made for the Happineſs of Men defy all 
Invaſions, but of Wealth and Luxury. Babylon, 
Perſepolis, Balbec, and all the great Capitols of 
deſpotic Eaſtern Kings, were the Seats of Nobles 
not inferior in Territory and Wealth to many 


Princes of Europe; they were built and maintain- 


ed by the Spoil, not of Enemies, but of Subjects; 
all that could be drained from the poor Peaſants 
was layiſhed on magnificent Palaces, Temples, 


Bridges and Towers; and, while theſe were the 
- | Admi- 
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(2) 
Admiration of the World, the Poſſeſſors, a Mix- 


ture of oppreſſive Tyrants and deſponding Slaves, 


were the Contempt of every little virtuous State. 
Athens and Carthage aroſe on other Founda- 


tions; built in a barren Soil, by Wanderers ſub- 


ject to no Authority but what Wiſdom and Vir- 
tue acquired; Arts and the Importation of Grain 
to Countries which themſelves were fruitleſs, be- 
came immediately neceſſary to the Support of 
Life: Mutual Wants and Dependencies created 
mutual Equality; and ſuperior Skill in removing 
Difficulties, ſupplying Exigencies and promoting 


the Happineſs of the Community gave the only 

Title to Precedence: The Conſtitutions of theſe 
Cities were free, the Way to Honours was open; 
hence Wiſdom preſided in their Councils, and 

Valour led their Armies to the Field; they tri- 
umphed over Kings by their Virtue, in true Ele- 
gance excelled them, and were exceeded only i in 


Luxury and its attendant Vices. 
By like Freedom Venice grew in later Times; 


and Florence flouriſhed like another Athens, till the 


invaluable Wealth and admirable Magnificence 
of Coſmo raiſed him above his Citizens, and the 


Prudence and Virtues of his Grandſon Lorenzo 


almoſt reconciled them to the Power of a Sove- _ 
reign ; indeed the Weakneſs of his Son brought 
them back to their firſt Principles of diſtri- 


buting all Magiſtracies by the general Council 


of the Citizens; and referring all important De- 

liberations to ſelect Councils deputed by the ge- 

neral Aſſembly; but in the 9 on of Taly 
the 
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the Family of Medicis. reafſumed its Power, and 
Hlorence again loſt its Liberty. 


London now the greateſt, richeſt and freeſt City 


of Europe, grew like Carthage by Commerce; 
Equality among its Citizens produced F reedom 

in its Conſtitution, ' and its Freedom added 
Strength to the Kings of England, who in Re. 
turn daily granted new Charters of Immunities 


and Privileges to increaſe its Greatnefs: It is a 


common Error that the Conſtitution of this City 


was given by Kings; the Kings of England have 


certain Royal Privileges which they may grant 
to their Subjects; theſe in the Hands of Subjects 


are called Franchiſes; of this Kind is the Privi- 
lege of uniting Men in one Body or Corporation 


to endure in perpetual Succeſſion and to be 


known by a certain Name, as Mayor and Com- 
monalty, or Mayor, Commonalty and Citizens; 


ſuch only are Members of this Society as deſcend 
from thoſe to whom the Grant was firſt made; 
or by Service in fome Trade, or by ſpecial Fa- 
vour are afterwards admitted: Therefore it uſu- 
ally happens that in Towns where theſe Corpo- 


rations are, which are therefore called corporate 
Towns, not a fifth Part of the Inhabitants are 


Members of the Corporation, tho” the whole 


Town be ſubject to the Government of the Cor- 
poration. The Kings who can make theſe Grants, 


can alfo preſcribe the Manner of electing the 
Officers of thefe Corporations, and the Pow- 
ers they ſhall have. But the greateſt Kings (con- 
ſcious that theſe Royal Privileges are given them 
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 t6 diſtribute for the Promotion of Arts and Mas 
nufactures, and that the People are the beſt Judges 


what Powers are neceſſary to be veſted in the 


different Parts of their little Communities for 
theſe Purpoſes,) have uſually gone no farther 


than to unite the People of a City or Town by 
ſuch a Name, leaving the reſt to the People 
themſelves: Such was the Caſe of London; the 


Traders of that great City were by ſeveral Kings 
united by ſeveral Names; tlie laſt Name by which 


they were diſtinguiſhed was Lord-- Mayor, Com- 
monalty and Citizens: Thus united, they ſeem 
to have taken the Conttitation of the Kingdom 


for their Guide in the Diſtribution of the Powers 
of the ſeveral Parts; and indeed that the Lord- 


Mayor ſhould be the little King or Lord Deputy 


| of _ City, the Commonalty A ſelect Council 


of grave diſcreet Citizens, and the Citizens a 


General Aſſembly to elect Magiſtrates, was ſo 


rational, that it is not ſtrange that a free People 
agreed thereto without Debate. While the City 
was ſmall, every Art or Trade deputed a Num- 
ber to form the ſele& Council of the Common- 


alty, and the Citizens in a general Body aſſem- 


bled to diſtribute the Magiſtracies. The Mayor 
had beſides a Number of Aldermen to counſel 
and advife him: When the City became too 
unweikly for Government without a Diviſion in- 
to. Diſtricts, and Allotment. of Officers thereto; 
the Citizens then thought it prudent that each 


Diſtrict, according to the Extent and Number 
| of its Inhabitants, ſhould fend a proportionable 
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Nümber of Citizens to form the ſelect Comcit 


of the City, and alſo ſhould ſend to the Lord- 
| Mayor a Councellor called Alderman who ſhould 


be Superintendant of the Diſtrict which choſe 
him: And that upon the Election of Officers, 
the Citizens (now grown extremely numerous) 
ſhou'd depute ſo many from every Craft or Art 
to form a General Aſſembly which ſhonld elect 


Magiſtrates for the whole Body. Such is the 
preſent Condition of London, moulded by the 


Wiſdom of its own Citizens, framed originally 
and ſtill maintained on thoſe two Foundations, 


the Diſtribution of Offices by a general Aſſembly; | 
and the Deliberation of important: Matters Ws | 


ach 2 my 1 by ns b 
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- Dublin, the Capital of the Kingdoms of Dolan, 


had: by the Grants of Kings, as large a Power 


of framing a Conſtitution for itſelf : It was uni- 
ted by the Name of Mayor, Sheriffs, Commons and 
Citizens : But a like Fatality which has attend- 
ed the Conſtitution of the Kingdom attended 
that of the City, tho? proceeding from different 


"Cauſes; the former from a ſettled Deſign of 


Sapping, the latter from a mne Tanke of 
doing Good. 


In the Year 16635, when! _ Proteitant Reli- 


gion was in its Infancy, (the Marquis of 'Ormond 
then Regent of Ireland,) an Act was made for 
the better Settlement of Ireland, in which a Power 

of regulating and ſettling the Corporations of 
the Kingdom was given to the Lord Lieutenant 
and 


(1 } 


and Council for ſeven Years; what the real De 


ſign of that Part of the AR was 1s not very 
clear; the Act was ſent from England at a Time 
when Charles ſeemed leaning to Popery, and 


when his Brother was much ſuſpected. Ormond 
made no Uſe ot it; but Berkeley, who was a 


picked Favourite of the Duke of Yorke, no fooner 


received the Sword of Ireland, than he began to 
regulate the City of Dublin; immediately Let- 
ters came from the King, granting Indulgence to 


Triſh Papiſts to live in Corporations ; theſe were 


followed by other Letters approving the Nomi- 


nation of Ten Papiſts to be Common-council- 
men of Dublin by the Mayor's own Voice; and 
the Current was running ſo ſtrong in Favour of 
Popery, that the Commons of England thought 
it neceſſary to interpoſe. Berkeley was recalled, 
and the Sword delivered to Arthur Capel Earl of 
Eſſex, a Man firmly attached to the reformed 


| Religion, of good Underſtanding, which had 
been much better, if his Education had been 
good, but it was neglected during the Civil Wars, 


in which his Father fell : Of great Induſtry, and 


a Lover of the Liberty of Mankind; he landed 


in Ireland in Auguſt 1672, and the Power of re- 
gulating Corporations was to expire on the 29th 
of September following. His firſt Buſineſs was to 


hear the Complaint of the Recorder and ſome 
Aldermen, who in April preceding had been dif- 


placed by Berkeley's Lord-Mayor and a Junto of 
his Aldermen and Commons: When he had re- 
ſtored theſe, he aboliſhed the Rules made by 


C2: 1 Bin 


1 in) 
Berkeley for regulating Dublin, and framed a new 


Set by which the Elections of the principal Ma- 
giſtrates were given to a few, ſubject to the Ap- 
probation of the chief Governor; by theſe Means 


ſecuring to himſelf the Power of preventing Pa- 
piſts from enjoying ſuch Offices. He preſcribed 


the Manner in which the Council of the City 
ſhould be choſen, and lodged as much Power as 


he could in the Hands of the Aldermen who were 
a Body of Council to the Lord-Mayor, and the 
greateſt Part of them at that Time ſteady Eſ- 
pouſers of the reformed Religion. Hiſtorians 


ſay, that he took great Pains to underſtand Tre- 


fand thoroughly, and governed it with great In- 
tegrity, | 


It is manifeſt from all the Uſes made of the - 
Power of regulating Corporations, that Religion 


was the Cauſe of giving it, and it was employed 


in Favour of the Popiſh or the Reformed, as the 


chief Governor was himſelf inclined. Had the 


reformed Religion been fully eſtablithed here, there 
would have been no need of ſuch Rules; E ex 


made them to weaken and diſarm a Sect which 
was thought dangerous and deſtructive of the 


Liberty of the Country; he made them to 


ſtrengthen the Reformiſts, who were then weak, 
not with a Deſign that Proteſtant ſhould © WO 
Proteitant: But when his End was anſwered, it 
was not eaſy to obtain a Repeal of them; ſo true 
it is that with the Cauſes the Effects do not al- 


Ways ceaſe. N The Power which a few had obtain- 
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3 ed 5 theſe Rules, and by 8 was ſo 


great, that they could make whom they pleaſed 
Magiſtrates, appoint a Council for the City, and 
make Acts, and diſpoſe of Revenues in the Name 
of the whole Corporation, tho? contrary to the 
Senſe of Ninety-nine in an Hundred of the Free- 
men. Men of all Religions and Climates have 
an Appetite for Power, and willingly hold it tho? 


it be manifeſtly inconſiſtent with the Welfare of 
1 their fellow Creatures. 


Dublin grew extenſive and opulent, abounded 
with Proteſtants, and contained not leſs than 
150,000 Inhabitants all ſubject to the Govern- 
ment of the Corporation, conſiſting of no more 
than 3,000; and yet the Government of this 
Corporation was in the Hands of 24, who were 
often governed by an illiterate cunning Clerk, 


dextrous in contriving and concealing little Ar- 


tifices of enriching himſelf and the Junto by 


the Spoils of the City. Juſtice cou'd not be 


diſtributed but by dividing the City and allot- 
ting Magiſtrates to the Diviſions; but no Divi- 
ſions were made, and the whole was negleRed: 
Riots were frequent, and Crowds of lazy Beg- 
gars, all the Filth and Nuſances of the Kingdom 


infected the City: Magiſtrates were choſen from 


Connections of Blood, or Afﬀinity; or from 
Kindred of Mind, not from Knowledge and 
Virtue; and to ſuch Exceſs had Things pro- 
ceeded, that at ſome Times Men illiterate, un- 
knowing even to read or write the Language 


they had been badly taught to ſpeak, were pro- 
moted 
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moted to Offices; while improved Underſtand- 


ings and candid Minds were marked as dange- 
rous, and unfit to be admitted to that Board of 


Ignorance and Cunning. In ſhort the Citizens 


neither appointed their Magiſtrates, nor deput- 


ed their Councils. 
In a Condition little better was Dublin, when 


William Lord Cavendiſh Marquis of Hartington 
was made Deputy in 1755, an Year that will 


not paſs unnoticed in the Hiſtory of Ireland : 


an Year full of Hopes and Fears, of Diſappoint- 


ments to many, and Wonder to all : which af- 


forded a large Field of Obſervation to thoſe. 


who make Mankind their Study, and had very 


different Effects on Men who wiſh'd the flou- 
Tiſhing Freedom of that Kingdom, and thoſe 


who ſought only private Emolument amid the 
Public Corifuſion. Even in this Hiſtory of one 


Tranſaction of that Year, ſome Things may be 


thought deſerving the Regard of thoſe who 


ſhall hereafter aim at we e of the City 
of Dublin. 


The Spirit of the e in the Year 


1753 encouraged the People to hope for every 
thing Great in 1755: at the Head of a Majority 
of tried Men in Parliamet were Henry Boyle, 
Anthony Malone, and Thomas Carter, all eminent; 


the Firſt for his Connections and the Weight 


of his Friends; the Second for his Eloquence; 
and the laſt for Dexterity of Conduct. They 


were the Darlings of the People, who on every 
Election took all poſſible Steps to ſtrengthen 


them: 
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them: Having the national Purſe in their Hands, 
there was nothing uſeful to Ireland which they 


might not effect, and many Things the People 


were taught to expect. It was this favourable 
Face of Things which induced Thomas p TY 


a Burgeſs of Parliament, who had often lament- 
ed the wretched Condition of this City, to re- 
queſt that ſome of his Friends would collect 
ſhort Abſtracts of the Conſtitutions of Dublin 
and of London; which they did with ſome La- 


bour, tho? perhaps not without ſome little Inac- 


curacy. Having examined both attentively, they 
endeavoured to frame ſuch a Conſtitution. for 
Dublin as ſeemed to them to promiſe great and 
laſting Happineſs to the City : and if the Plan 
was not drawn with that Exactneſs which is ne- 
ceſſary 1 in framing Laws, vet in the general In- 
tention thereof it diſpleaſed very few. While 
they were thus privately. engaged, the Commons, 
a. Part of the ſelect Council of the City, aſſemh- 


led to form a Petition to Parliament for a R 


gulation of their City; this alarmed ſome. Gen- 


tlemen of the Houſe of Parliament, who ſui, 2& 


ed that t lis, Wag a Scheme promoted by the 


Archbiſhop of ” Armagh. to. attain Popularity to 
himſelf, a Thing which of all others they wou'd 


grudge him molt. In this View the Speaker pla- 
ced 1 it to Mr. A: - who anſwered him that he 
was a Stranger to the Deſign and Movements 

of the Commons of Dublin, but that he had an 

Intention of bringing into Parliament Heads of 
a Bill for ;Fegularing the AT of Dublin, whe- 
5 ther 
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ther it's Commons petitioned or not: that the 
Bill was ready, and he hoped Mr. Richard B---e- 


wou'd ſecond: os, by which means the Popu- 
larity of the S——# and his Friends wou'd be 
mertaſed: The S——# ſeemed much pleaſed 


with the Anſwer, and the ſame Day the Heads 


of the the Bill were ſent to him. The City 
Commons not agreeing the firſt or ſecond Day 
to any Scheme, Mr. 4— fent the Plan al- 
ready concerted, to an Aſſembly of the Citizens, 
who heard it with much Attention and Pleaſure, 
tho” ſome there were who thought the Plan roo 
large atid the Deſign too great for Succefs; and 


others had too nuch Fenderneſs for the preſent 


Conſtitution, atid wifi'd not to ſee it fo totally 


charged: But all wete pleaſed with the Regard 


fhewn to the City, and grateful for the Labour 
which had been taken. Alter a few Days the 
Scheme was printed, and fubtdirted' to the ſe- 
veer Fraternities or Gilds for their 1 ddgment. 
poſſible Arts were employed by a few to pre- 
ont the People from aſſembling, and the Preſi- 


dents of ſome Gilds were induced to Tuppreſs 
the Plan; But the Multitude cou'd. not be over- 


power d. Tho? the Gilds were to looſe. by the 


Scheme a very. favourite Power, yet as ſoon as 
they were perſuaded, that this' Lofs wou'd be a 
general Good, Gilds met after Gilds, they read 
and examined the Plan, publickly approved it, 
and requeſted it might be propoſed. to the Par- 
liament: And accordingly on the 22d of Decem- 
ber 1 17555 Mr. 4. moved the Houſe for 

Leave 
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Leave to bring in Heads of a Bill to regulate te 


City: but was privately deſired by Heng Beyle 


the x not to introduce it till the Commit- 
tee of Privileges and Elections had done ſitting; 


for the Bill was diſpleaſi ng to ſome Aldermen of 
Dublin who had Seats in Parliament, and ef- 
pouſed the Intereft of the S —-r, which was 


then the Intereſt and Dignity of this Kingdom; 
and if theſe Men fſhou'd deſert him when he 


bad Occaſion for their Voices to Vote other 


Friends into the Houſe, he wou'd never be able 


to make Head againſt the Party at Court, who 
were charged with Deſi ig0s to enſlave the Coun- 


try. 5 EC 


In the mean time the Commons of the City 
proceeded in framing their Petition, which in the 


End proved to be a Petition in Favour only of 


themſelves, who are but one Part of the Corpo- 
ration; and the Citizens refuſed to ſign, unleſs 


it was made more general ; accordingly it was 
changed and calculated for general Relief, But 
ſtill it differed widely from the Bill of Mr. A 
and many Perſons leaning more to the Bill, than 
to the Subſtance of the Petition, Mr. A 
prevent any Claſhing, (where the Intention of all 


Parties was for a Change of the Conſtitution) 
introduced his Bill into the Houſe of Commons, 
and then it became needleſs to petition, till a 


Petition was preferr'd againſt the Bill: Before 
the Bill came in, Mr. A——, in the Name of 


ſeveral principal Citizens, waited on the Speaker 


of the Houſe of Commons to requeſt that he 
would 9 the Bill with his whole Strength, 
ö . and 
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EY 'received for Anſwer, That the City ſhould 


have his Voice, and that he would apply to his 
1 Friends. Mr. A had alſo preſented the 
Scheme to the Marquis of Hartington, who ſaid 
he wiſhed the Citizens all Happineſs, and would 
endeavour to promote it. After the Bill was 


brought into the Houſe he again viſited his Ex- 
cellency, and preſented it to him in the exact 


Form in which it lay before the Parliament. His 
Excellency obſerved, That of thoſe who had men- 


tioned it to him, ſome repreſented it as a Matter 


of ſuch Importance, that it ought to ſtand over 


to another Seſſion, and others thought it might be 
debated and ſettled in this, but the greater Number 
were for Delay. The Board of Alder men certainly 


were amuſed with an Opinion of its being re- 
jected or delayed by the Commons, for they con- 
certed no Meaſures for a public Oppoſi tion: 


Some indeed were buſy to inſinuate that it was 
a Project of Diſſenters, a Republican Scheme, and 


would introduce Confnſion and Licentiouſneſs; 


but theſe Artifices had been employed fo often 


upon other Occaſions, that they prevailed very 
little upon this. 

The Citizens were induitrious to obtain what 
they had ſo long deſired, and therefore neglected 
not to ſollicit ſuch Perſons as ſzemed moſt capa- 
ble and willing to ſerve them: Among thole ap- 
plied to was Sir Richard C & who ſpoke ve- 

ry. highly of the good Intentions of the Lord 


Lieutcaant, that he h: id in View a very gene- 
rous Plan of taking away all the Franchiſes he- 
Jonging 1 to particular Perſons 1 in the City, which 
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cauſed much Confuſion, and Imperium in Inpe- 
rio, and of ſubjecting the whole City to the Go- 
vernment of the Corporation; and that if the 
Matter was delayed till it could be more accu- 
rately dige ſted and effectually executed, no Man 
wou'd promote it more zealouſly than his Excel- 

tency : for himſelf he ſaid, the Citizens ſfiou'd 

cver find him a Friend when it was in his Pow- 
er to beſo: Mr. Cr expreſs'd his Appro- 
bation of a Regulation, but recommended De- 
lay till another Seſſion leſs diſturbed than this 
had been, when the Matter might be entered up- 


on early and debated maturely. But the Citizens 
thought the preſent Time too favourable to be 
neglected, and ſteadily anſwer'd that they wou'd 
conſider a Delay as a Denial: On Friday the 


ſixth of February Col. Conway, Secretary to the 


Regent, told Mr. A—— that ſuch Gentlemen as 
the Lord Lieutenant had mentioned the Bill to, 
ſeem'd to be of Opinion, that as nothing leſs 
than a total Regularion was thereby intended, 
and therefore of great Conſequence to the whole 


City, it was a Matter which ſhou'd be well con- 
ſidered and properly digeſted; that as the Seſſion 


was ſo much waſted, and yet much Buſineſs to 
be done, it wou'd be adviſable to allow the Bill 
to lye over till the next Seſſion, when it might 
be taken np and properly attended to, and then 
the Citizens wou'd find the Lord Lieutenant 
diſpoſed to let it have a full and fair Diſcuſſion, 


and he wou'd be extremely ready and defirons 
to promote any Regulations that ſhou'd appear 
to be tor the Advantage of the City. The Ci- 
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_ tizens were informed of this, but relying on 


the Juſtice of their Cauſe, they had no Reaſon 


to believe the Commons wou'd not find Time 


for a Matter which was allowed to be of ſo much 
Importance, and give it a full and fair Diſcuſ- 
ſion without attending to the Diſpoſitions of 
others; and therefore drew up their Reaſons for 


wiching it e not be delayed, which were 


theſe: 


RE. AS 0 N 8 inducing the Citizens to 455 re the 


Bill for regulating this City may be ſupported 10is 
Seſſion, which Reaſons Mr. A—— ts dejired 
humbly to ſubmit to his Grace the Lord Lieute- 
nant. 


"2, That the Citizens of this City 5 long 
© Iaboured under the Oppreſſion of a very un- 


. equal unjuſt Conſtitution. 


© II. That in this Seſſion there A_ a 1 


© rence of Circumſtances ſo favourable as to 


leave them without Hopes of ſeeing the like, and 


* withoyt Excule if they did not ſeek a Redreſs. 


III. That from his Grace the Duke of Devon- 
© ſhire's approved Character, every Thing great, 
© however arduous, was to be expected, and 
every Thing juit ſeemed to be aſſured to them. 


IV. That the Generality of Gentlemen in the 
Houſe of Commons, tho? diftering on other 
Occaſions, ſeemed to agree in this Point, that 
the Regulation of this Corporation was neceſ- 
* ſary, and ought to be encouraged. 
V. That the Aldermen, the only Perſons from 
* whom an Oppoſition might be expected, were 
| divided 
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5 divided among themſelves, many tacitly ap- 


proving a Change, and the reſt from their Di- 


< viſions fearing to oppoſe it openly. 


© Theſe Reaſons induced and ſtill induce the 


« Citizens to deſire the Bill may be ſupported this 


© Seſſion. It was early approved by the City, and 


prepared for the Houſe before Chriſtmas, and 
tho the Inrroduction of it was delayed at the 


KRequeſt of ſome leading Commoners, yet it has 


o been three Weeks printed aud ſubmitted to 


© every Member's Examination. The Citizens 


cannot think without the greateſt Regret, that 


© the Capital of the Kingdom which has been fo 
long governed by 13 Men, ſometimes by a Sub- 


Sheriff who ruled thoſe 13, ſhould longer be ſub- 


< ject to ſuch unnatural Oligarchy, or more op- 
© preſſive Deſpotiſm; and if their Hopes ſo highly 


© raiſed by the Virtues of his Grace and the Par- 


© liament are now diſappointed, what can they 
expect when Circumſtances are leſs promiſing ? 
© When they reflect that a few Days Attention to 
this Bill might effect it, they cannot ſuſpe& 
© that a Majority will not readily devote fo ſhort 
© a Time to a Matter of ſuch Importance: They 
© believe that the Juſtice of their Cauſe will alone 
recommend it to his Grace's Attention, and 


_ © hope the Reſtoration of Security, Peace and 


* Happineſs to this great Capital will be no leſs 
* honourable to his Name, than reſtoring the 
Cities of Aſia was tothe Roman Emperor's wha 
© rebuilt them. 

When his Grace had read them he foil, 


and with his uſual Eaſe auen to the Effect 


of 
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of that which his Secretary had ſaid before, 
that it was the Opinion of thoſe with whom he 


convers'd, that it wou'd be better to delay it. 


The Citizens, notwithſtanding, determined that 
the Delay ſhou'd not be promoted by them, and 
Day after Day, attended the Houſe to hear the 
Bill debated, but ſtill it was the laſt in the Courſe 


of Buſineſs; at length on the 13th of February 
Mr. Perry an eminent Pleadet, moved the Houſe 
that a Day might be appointed for conſidering 


the City-Bill, and æhat no other Buſineſs might 
interrupt it. And the 19th of the ſame Month 


was appointed. On the 17th Mr. Conway again 


agree that the Bill ſhould be poſtponed; Mr. 


A- faid he was but an Individual, and tho? 
he ſhould even wiſh it delayed, yet he cou'd not 
direct the City, but muſt on this Occaſion be 
directed by it. On the preceding Day Mr. n 


IM. e, a Man of ſound Senſe, great Learning 
and nervous Eloquence, had deſired to ſee ſome 


of the Citizens ; and being attended by them, 
inform'd them that a Rumour was ſpread at the 
Caſtle, and by Mr. C.-, that they were con- 


tent that the Bill ſhonld be poſtponed; with Sur- 


prize they told him, that their laſt Words to 


Mr. C. were, that they wou'd conſider poſtpon= 


ing as rejecting it: Mr. M----e replied, he was 
glad the Miſtake was rectified, and he wou'd be 
a Friend to the Bill. The 19th came, and the 
Bill was read thro'ugh, and the Conſideration 


of it. Paragraph by Paragraph adjourned to the 


2 3d. 1 was expected that . from ſome 
Quarter 


to perſwade the Citizens to 
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Quarter wou'd that Day be given, and Mr. 


Perry and others prepared earneſtly to ſupport 
the Bill. But inſtead of Oppoſition or Debate, 


an Air of Pleaſantry ſpread thro? the Houſe, and 


ſuch an Emulation for Complaiſance as afforded 


Matter of Entertainment to Perſons no way 
intereſted in the Queſtion ; but had a very dif- 
ferent Effet on many others. One Gentleman 


only ſpoke againſt it; urged thereto and eſpouſ- 


ed by Sir' Samuel Coale, the very Man whom the 
City had choſen ſome Years before to repreſent 
it in Parliament. Next Day the Bill paſſed thro” 


the Committee with Gravity, but little Debate; 
and being afterwards reported to the whole 


Houſe and agreed to, it was tranſmitted to the 


Regent by Mr. A- 
That a Bill, which was allowed to be of as 
much Importance as any that had ever come in- 


to that Houſe, ſhould paſs without Debate, and 
with very little Alteration, was an Appearance 


which raiſed various Conjectures: Bills the moſt 
accurately drawn ſuffer many Amendments from 


ſuch Councils as the Parliaments of theſe King- 


doms. And Complaiſance and Ceremony on 


ſuch Occaſions are like the Kiſs of Fudas. But 


all Things began now to wear a different Com- 


plexion ; Voices that in a former Seſſion were 
heard with Rapture on every public Occaſion, 


were now not heard at all; and their Silence 


ſeem'd to prepare the hes for a new Scene of 
Conduct. 
As ſoon as the Hopes of Alara the City Bill 


Were. laid aſide, which had long prevailed, other 


Devices 


* 3 „ 
r 


% 
a : —— 
1 8 
ERS ROMS ©, ng 


OS ol a 2 . = 
D 
i — 


9 e 
Wer ca eee . 
9 — 


* 8 mung A = as ae 
wel bt RA AI Se Eres hs ce, es WO ne. Ht Ik 


„„ 
Devices were to be framed ; for that a Bill on ſo 
free a Model thould be ſent to England never 
was intended. It had paſſed the Commons to 
the great Entertainment of ſome who ſmiled at 
the Concurrence of the Houſe, for they had pre- 
determined its Fate in that Part of the Govern- 
ment called the Privy-Council. Yet the Board 


of Aldermen had not been idle; after they found 


it had paſs'd the Committee of the Commons, 


they had ſummoned their City Commons to pæ- 


tition againſt it: But thinking themſelves ſecure, 
they neglected that Exertion of their Power, which 
they found afterwards to be neceſſary; for a Ma- 
jority of their Commons were that Day againſt 
them; and the Mayor ſeemed fatisfied that 1t was 
vain to attempt an Oppofition to the Bill, de- 
elaring he would not convene the Commons a 
ſecond Time: But the Bill was now before the 
Lord Lieutenant and his Council, and what could 


be done with it? To ſend a Bill from Ireland to 


England that breathed ſuch Freedom to the City 
was a Thing unprecedented; and to ſend no Bill 
over, was an Omiſſion which in the critical Cir- 
cumſtances of the Kingdom would not be for- 
given. There was another Method and that ſuc- 
ceeded ; the Lord- Mayor was perſuaded to ſum- 
mon the City-Commons a ſecond Time, and uſe 
all poflible Means to obtain a Petition in the Name 


(tho? contrary to the Senſe) of the City againſt 


the Bill: This at leaſt would give a Pretext for 


altering the Bill; and deſtroyed or altered it muſt. 


be. His Lordſhip complied, ſummoned the Com- 
mons haſtily and illegally; Debtors were taken 
5 0 out 
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out of Jails to vote with the Board. His Lord- 
ſhip told the Commons that in Conſequence of + - 
Converſation with the V ice-Roy he had ſummoned 
them; and that their Buſineſs was to petition. 
againſt the Bill which had paſſed the Houſe of. 


Commons: The Commons who favoured the 


Bill ſaw a Majority now againſt them, but being 
determined not to yield without Debate, they firſt 

read the Bill, and argued in ſuꝑport of it; Mathew 
Welda noted Citizen | GE to the e following 


| Effect: 


Gentlemen, . 
The Queſtion now ; ronald is * moſt ex- 
: traordinary that, I believe, was ever ſent by 
© the Board to this Houſe; it is ſo big with Inſo- 
* lence, with an Aſſurance of our Slavery and 


_ © Dependence, that I am for treating it with juſt _ 


a Contempt and adjourning without Debate upon 
* it: But as many Gentlemen are inclined to 
have the Queſtion determined, either from a 


more favourable Opinion of the Aldermen than 


I can entertain, or from a Deference to my Lord 
Mayor, and the Cauſe he aſſigns of this extra- 


ordinary Meeting; I cannot ſuffer the Queſtion 
«to be decided without giving my Sentiments, 


and juſtifying as well as I am able abr Part 
© which I ſhall act. 
Mr. Sheriff, there never was a 1 before 


this Houſe of ſo much Importance to this City 
_ © as the Subject of this Day's Debate; there is 
not a Perſon around me, not a Gentleman in the 


0 City, who will not confeſs that it is the moſt 
miſgoverned City that ever contained an 1 50, oo 
5 E 15 Inha- 
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Inhabitants: Health, Peace and Deceney are 
ſo effenitial to the Happineſs of Soriety, that 
eit is a Matter of Wonder how it can ſubfiſt with- 
out them; yet Nuſances, Riots, Crowds of lazy 
1 Beggars art unſightly Objects moleſt every Part 
ok this neglected City: The chief Magiſtrate 
4 "ay be active, but what can one Magittrare do 
15 © iti 1d extenſive a Town? It is true, every Al- 
N defman who has paſſed the Mayotalty i 15 A Joſ- 
©tice of the Peace: But by what Steps does he 
come to this? Who makes him firſt an Alder- 
c man, and then a Mayor? Not the City, but 
. the Board: He feels therefore no Obligation 
© to take Care of the City; he is indebted only 
© to the Board, afid from the Tntereſt of that he 
never Werves. But adlmitting, that in the pre- 
* ſent State of Things, there is one Alderman who 
þ regards the Well-being of the City; yet he ne- 
ver tan attend to the Peace of the whole, and 
having no particular Diſtrict allotted for his In- 
ſpection, the whole will neceſſarily be neglected. 
| Gorton: this City requires a Diviſion, and it 
as requires that Elections of Officers hold be 
0 made-by the ſeveral: Wards or Parts into which 
it ĩs did ided; every Offioer will then have an Eye 
26 KeDiftria, and the Diſtrict to hin: There 
* will be an Emulation among Officens, and Di- 
* frrict Will vye with Diſtriet in Order and good 
Government. In the preſent unfiappy State 
< there can be no Order, no Decency, no Emula- 
tion. It is not Gentlemen from Imagination, 
i Loo even Conjecture founded on Reaſon that I 
arge tf thus; it is trem the beſt Leſſon, 5 5528 
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< ence: Rome had its Curiæ, London has its 
Wards; when this City is divided in a like Man- 
© ner, it will find like Effects: And I will be bald 
© to ſay; it can never become a peaceful, decent, 

happy City but by ſuch a Regulation. A Bill 
for this Purpoſe has paſſed the Houſe of Com- 
© mons, and is now depending on the Pleaſure of 
< the Lord Lieutenant and Council; and at this 


© Day, when the Bill has been ſome Months print- | 
© ted; in an undue and illegal Manner we are 


* ſummoned to petition againſt it; to petition 
© againſt the only Meafure which, I think, can 
_< eſtabliſh ſolid and laſting Quiet in this City. 
* Conſider Gentlemen by whom we are ſummon- 
© ed; by the Aldermen, by the Men whoſe Abuſes 
© of Power, whoſe Uſurpations of Power are to 
he affected by this Bill. We are ſummoned, as 


the Lord-Mayor tells us, in Conſequence of 2 
© Conference at the Caſtle- Had he told us the 


« Conference, we might have judged berter, 
© what reſpect” ſhould be paid to this illegal Sum- 


* mons. We are called rogther to petition that 


© this City may continue in its old Confuſion, 
and that Aldermen may for ever oppreſs it, and 
« aſſign its Revenues to hens Children and Crea- 
© rures. bY 


But Gentlemen; I hope you will Ante me 


«a little longer, on the Nature of the Bill now 


c before us: It is calculated: not only to divide 


the City and give to the ſeveral Diviſions the _ 


© Rights of electing Aldermen, but of appointing 
the Commons alſo; and every Ward is confin- 


ed to elect its Commons from the Reſidents of 


Ea; | © the 
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| © the Ward; ſo that every Ditri& will havo a 


Number of Perſons Inhabitants thereof, ſingled 
out by the Diſtrict to take care of that in par- 
© ticular and of the City in general. Gentle- 


© men, the Commons are now very unequally di- 
© vided among the Corporations ; the Gild of Mer- 
© chants appoints 31, I may ſay the Aldermen ap- 
point 31, for in the preſent Circumſtances of 
© that Gild, the Direction of it is in their Hands; 


© the Number of all the Commons is but 96, and 


the Board makes 31 from a ſingle Gild ; this 


y N will, I fear, prove the Force of their Power 

© in that Corporation, If, Gentlemen, the Alder- 
© men make Aldermen and Commons alſo, what 
© Conltitution: have you? The moſt oppreſſive 


© that Tyranny could deviſe; An Oligarchy of 


* 25, wanting only five to equal in Number, as 
in Power the famous Scourgers of Athens, Be- 
© ſides, Gentlemen, the Commons now, like the 
© Aldermen, have no particular Object to attend 


© to, no determined Part of the City allotted to 


© their Care, therefore take no care of any Parr, 
© and the City is totally neglected. 

«© Before I leave this Part of the Bill, allow me 
* to anſwer one Objection which is in the Mouths 
© of many: That the Sheriffs are not, by this 
© Bill, ſuffered to preſide or make a Part of the 


Commons. Whoever reflects that if this Bill 


© ſhould become a Law, Men would be choſen 
« Aldermen who kad never been Sheriffs, will ſee 


* that ſuch Perſons being afterwards made Sheriffs 
could not with Propriety preſide among the 
4s Commons; for what; an : Alderman thould preſide 

. in 
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* that would be a By-Law deſtroying one Part 
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c in our Houſe, would be e to all che | 


© Rules of good Policy. 

The laſt Subject, Gentlemen, which 1 ſhall 
take notice of in this Bill, is the Proviſion for 
© a Repreſentative of the Citizens: It has been 
© long conteſted, whether Commons and Citizens 
are Synonymous, or whether they mean two 
« diſtin&t Things. Tho' I ſhould argue againſt 


© the Power of that Council of which I am a 


© Part, yet I muſt confeſs that I think they mean 
« diſtinct Bodies: In Corporations which I have 


* heard of, where Commons and Citizens are 


© mentioned as Parts, I find that Commons are 


© Perſons raiſed above the ordinary Sort, and 
© deſigned for Offices of Truſt: London has its 
5 Commonalty and its Citizens, diſtinct Bo- 
dies; its Commons for Offices of Debate and 


e Truſt, its Citizens for Elections. Agreeably to 


© this Senſe, Commons, [ think, thould be con- 
* ſidered by us; and in this Senſe, as Men de- 
* ſigned for Offices of Truſt in this City, they 


* take the Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance. 


I do not wonder therefore that the Citizens 


* ſhould conſider themſelves as a diſtin Body, 


AX and contend for every Power, every Right 


* which is not legally taken from them. If they 


bare not repreſented by the Commons, there 
is no Law which I know that makes the 


Act of the Common-council the Act of the 


corporate Body. If the Citizens were ori- 


* ginally a diſtinct Body from the Commons, I 


© do not apprehend that a By-Law could make 


* the Commons a Repreſentative of them, for 


of 
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© of the corporate Body, and By. Labk's againſt 


— 


© Reaſon are, I am told, void in themſelves. 1 
The People have incorporated Ireland by the 1 


Name of King, Lords and Commons, and gi- 
ven them their Powers; but ſhould rhe King, 
© Lords and Commons, make Laws to deſtroy 
© the very Incorporation, to ſay the Lords ſhould 
$ repreſent the Commons; they wou'd deſtroy 
© that Body to which the People gave the legiſ- 
© ative Power, and the People would, I appre- 
hend, be at Libeny to frame a new Conſtitu- 
tion. But be that as it may, Heart-burnings 


have long ſubſiſted, and Queſtions at Law 
© have been debated, for the Rights of the Ci- 


< tizens, and are ſtill undetermined; a Bill to 13 
© regulate the City ſhould remove theſe Heart- 1 
burnings; and this Bill, I think, has done ſo 
in a Manner the moſt effectual, by giving cer- 
* tain Rights to a Repreſentative of the Citizens, 

© of voting at the Elections of the greateſt Offi- 

© cers of the City. To have left the Citizens 

« ſtill contending at Law, would have been the 

* higheſt Negligence in the Regulation of the 
City, to have denied the Right which they 
now contend for, wou'd have cauſed more 

© Uneaſineſs than at preſent ſubſiſts; it was 

© therefore prudent to give them a Power, which 
indeed they ought to have, and which they can- 

* not eaſily abuſe. I have heard it objected a- 
broad, that ſuch popular Elections, as this 

© Bill preſcribes, would be prejudicial to this 
City, and occafion Tumult and Neglect of 

5 Trade which we are not able to bear, tbo? 


London 
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bh London may; but the Gentlemen Who make 
© theſe Objections either do not or will not 


© know, that in London, where Elections are 
* annually made by 6 or 7000 Perſons, there 1s 
no Tumult and little Neglect of Trade: They 
do not conſider that by this Bill there will not 
be at any Election 400 Electors, and perhaps 
they do not know that, (excepting the Elec- 


- tions of Aldermen,) there will be no more 


Elections made by the ſeveral Wards than 
* are now made by the ſeveral Gilds; For 1 
need not inform you, Gentlemen, chat upon 


c the Death of one of this Houſe, a Corpora- 
tion proceeds to elect another, and by this 
Bill the only Change is, that a Ward wow'd | 


© proceed to elect another. I have heard, Gen- 


<6 tlemen, many other Objections, all calculated, 


. inſidiouſſy calculated to miſſead and divide us: 


It is the Intereſt of the Board to propogate 
any Tale that will anſwer that End : But, 


Gentlemen, it is our Intereſt to adhere firmly 
© to what is Right: We are aſſembled here to 
« petition againſt a Bill which ninety-nine in an 


hundred of the Citizens approve; let notforty 
or fifty among us fo far gratify an ufurping 


Board as to give à Colour which perhaps is 
ſought for, of rejecting this Bill: Let it not 
© be caſt in our Teeth as an everlaſting Reproach, 


that on the very Eve of the Happineſs of this 


City we aſſembled to deſtroy it. Or if there 
© be a Deſign to indulge this wiſe and virtuous 
Board, by agreeing to their Requeſt, as I fear 


45 * there 1s _ * uncommon Appearares 
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this Day, at leaſt petition to be heard by your 
Council againſt the Bill, that the Citizens may - 


© be heard by their Council againſt the preſent 
© Adminiftraticn. 

Several argued againft the Bill; they obſerv= 
ed, that it had been a Cuſtom Tine immemo- 


rial for Aldermen tO chuſe one another, and that 
Cuſtoms like Laws, carried ſomething ſacred to 
them; that grievous Complaints had been made 


of the Gentlemen of the Board, but with what 
Juttice they could not ſay, for in private Life they 
were as amiable as other Men, and they believ- 
ed, as juſt in their publie Character; that it was 


eaſy to laviſh Abuſe againſt the beſt of Men, 
and that this City was ſo unfortunate as to have 


in it diſcontented Perſons of warm Imaginations, 


who like the Knights-Errant in Fables, ſought 


after Difficulties, and took Shadows for Reali- 


ties, and Realities for Shadows. That Riots 
ſometimes happened, and Nuſances were ſome- 
times to be met, but that every City was ſub- 
ject to theſe, and that more bad than good Con- 
ſequences would ariſe from a Change, eſpecially 
ſo great a Change of the Conſtitution, the ſmall- 


eſt being always attended with ſome Confuſion. 
That the lower Corporations would ſuffer great- 
ly, and be drawn by Elections from Induſtry, 


and thereby the Trade of the City would be 


greatly injured. That this Bill had indeed 


paſſed the Houſe of Commons, but haſtily as 
they were informed, and that the Council would 


never pals it, therefore it became them to make 
che Government eaſy and petition againſt it: 


That 
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That ia an Alteration | was neceſſary. a much leſs” 


would do. If it was ſo great a Grievance that 
Aldermen elected Aldermen, the Election might 


be given to the whole Common council, and 
the Cor porations be empowered to chuſe their 


Commons without a doùble Return; but to make 


the Elections of Lord-Mayor, and of the Sheriffs | 


who are Servants of the Crown, as popular as 
this Bill requires, would be raiſing a Spirit of 


Freedom that might end in Licentiouſneſs. That 


they reſpected the Conſtitution of the City under 


which they had ſo long lived, and could not give 


their Vote for a Change of it, eſpecially at this 
eritical Time, when we are io inen by foreign 
Enemies. p To 


The Queſtion 5 Guity 3 for T Lomas 


Read, remarkable for his Uniformity of Con- 
duct, concluded the Debate with a Speech to the 


TER Purpoſes 


Mr. Sheriffs, | 
J have fat long and Heard many Debates in 


1 ths Houſe; ; T have ſeen of late great Struggles 


for Freedom i in it, generous Attempts no later 
* than laſt Summer to oppoſe all Uſurpations of 
the Board; and my greateſt Ambition was to ſee 


4 the Day hen T ſhould loſe my Seat in this 
* Hou to make Way for the happier Govern- 


© ment of the Corporation and City. But from 


all which I can obferve this Day, my Ambition 


© and the Hopes of All the Citizens are likely to 


8 be diſappointed. If Juſtice, if Argument was 


againſt me, I ſhould acquieſce without farther 


Ls | Foabling you; but it is difficult to fit filent and 
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e hear Plauſibilicy impoſed for Truth. I ſhalt 


© not dwell on the Merits and Nature of the Bill 


n have been fully diſcuſs'd by the Gentle- 


man who ſpoke firſt, but confine myſelf to the 


© fair-ſeennng ſpecious Arguments of thoſe who 


© have ſpoken ſince. A Gentleman has told you 
that he deems Cuſtoms and Laws facred, and 
therefore I ſuppoſe would infinuate that they 
© ſhould be eternal and unalterable. While there 


is Reaſon, while there is Juſtice in either Cuſ- 


* tom or Law, I hold it as ſacred as he can; but 
© as Circumſtances vary, Things juſt and reaſon- 
able alter their Complexion, and often take a 
'* contrary; and Cuſtoms as well as Laws, being 
generally founded on a temporary Convenience, 
edo ſuit a temporary Concurrenee of Circum- 
© ſtances; I hold them no longer juſt, no longer 
ſacred than the Convenience and Circumſtances 


© continue. I am as little fond of Change as he 


© can be, but I am always for changing for the 


© better, which, if we change at all, we muit now . 


© do, ſince we can hardly be worſe. 2 
Says the * we have Riots and Nu- 


* ſances, and every City has them; but let me 
© aſk him, Is there a City on the Globe which has 


© them in ſuch Degree? I have ſeen many, and 


«© ſome larger Cities than this; but in the largeſt 
I never obſerved, nor heard of as many Riots 


and Nuſances, for many Years together, as: are 
* to be met with in this City almoſt every Month: 


© Is there a Week, is there a Day in which nau- 


ſeous Objects, Heaps of Filth, or Crouds of 


bs nein Niers . not offend the Sight, 


© pollute 


ea 
« pollute the Air, or diſturb the Peace of fober 


< induſtrious Citizens? It is ſaid this Bill will 


© hurt the lower Corporations: What the Gen- 


© tleman means by lower Corporations, or how 


© it can hurt them, he beſt knows; but I could 
* with that he, and many others, would imitate 


© the Virtue of one Corporation, I mean that of 


© the Weavers, who, when the Scheme of this 
Bill was firſt propoſed to them, though no Pro- 
© viſion was then made for thofe who lived in rhe 


County at large, yet generouſly declared they 
were content to lofe their Voices, rather than 


© oppoſe the grows: (Good and Welfare of the 


City. 
The . hey dwelt on . Praiſes of 


© the Aldermen in their private and public Cha- 
© raQers; conſidering them as Men, I confefs, I 


© neither can, nor would contradict him; but as 
_ © Aldermen abuſing their Powers, continuing in 


* Poſſeſſion of uſurped Powers, they deſerve the 
5 Cenſure, the Odium of every Citizen. The 


Man who robs me of twenty Shillings is a 


Saint to him who ſpoils a whole City of its 
* Rights and Franchiſes. It is a Cuſtom of the 
+ Common-council, that no Petition ſhall be re- 


* ceived, read or debated by the Commons, till 


an Order is made thereupon by the Board un- 
* der the Penalty of Disfranchiſement : Is this a 


Rule of Ee ꝰ No, a Rule of the Popiſhly 


affected Lord Berkeley, all whoſe Rules were 
* abſolutely annulled by Eſex and the Council; 


but the Board ſaw it would be of Service, and 


* took it with as little Ceremony as Juſtice: Al- 
2 . dermen 
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(36) 
© dermen elect themſelves; yet the firſt Charter 
£ which 1 mentions Aldermen recites that the y Were 


elected by tke whole Commonalty; and there 


is no Law in our Books which ſays. it ſhould 
5 * be otherwiſe; yet the Gentleman thinks me fe- 
* vere when 1 all them Uſurpers. 


He ſays he reſpects the Conſtitution — 


* which he has ſo long lived, and cannot give his 
Vote for changing it: So faid the Cappadocians, 
* the only People in Hiſtory who when Freedom 
vas offered to them petitioned that chey might 
6 continueSlayes. Ifa Change ſays he, is neceſſary, 


: a leſs will do: Let the Common- council chuſe 
the Aldermen from the Sheriffs Peers: But who 


© make the Sheriffs Peers? The Aldermen, The 
* Common-council then muſt elect ſuch Men to 
I be Aldermen, as the Aldermen pleaſe to make 
! Sheriffs Peers, He fays further, let the Cor- 


» porations chuſe their Commons without 


* double Return to the Board: What mighty 
e Advantage will this give? Will not the Board 


s Itillhave the Appointment of 31 Commons for 


© the Gild of Merchants, and 48 Sheriffs Peers ? 
* What then would be gained by all this? A 
mere Shew, an Appearance of ſerving us with- 


out any Reality I will even admit that the 


« Sheriffs (that Cuntlimae) s ſacred Servants of 
the Crown) were alſo to be elected by the Com- 

mon- council; yet will the Quierneſs, the Health, 
* the Happineſs of the City be thereby provided 
for? Will there be one Nuſance, one Beggar, 

+ one Riot leſs than before? Will the Citizens, 
a fourth conſtituent Part of this Corporation, 
| s fit 
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2 ſit down contented to have no Power in the Cor. 


+ poration ? He ſees much farther than I can, 


. who apprehends ſuch Coneſquences. 


One Thing more which he obſerves is, chat 
'* tho' the Bill had paſſed the Houſe of Commons, 


he was informed it would never be paſſed by 
< the Lord Lieutenant and Council. I believe 
© whoever informed him, hoped ſo: But I muſt 
« fay it is the higheſt Preſumption in any Man 
to ſpeak ſo ſeverely of the Governor and Couns 
* cil; to ſay that the King's Deputy, all the 
3 « Right Hon. Lords and grave Judges would 
* condemn what they have not ſeen, is ſo ſevere 
: a Cenſure, that I am amazed how it can pro- 


© ceed from the Mouth of an Alderman's Friend: 


£ But perhaps this is the little Artifice of ſome 


« narrow-minded Man, who by alarming your 
Fears of looſing all, would induce you to ac- 


4 cept of any Thing. Gentlemen be not de» 


_ © ceived; every Engine is employed to ſeduce, 


to miſlead you; you are told, that this Bill is 
* framed on the Conſtitution of London; and, 
< that London is diſſatisfied with its Conſtituti- 

on: That the King ſhould have been addreſ-. 


© ſed before an Attempt of this Kind was made, 
Gentlemen, if London is diſſatisfied, it is be- 


* cauſe Aldermen have any Power : The King 
© has been addreſſed, moſt dutifully addreſſed: 


and has graciouſly received the Addreſſes of 

* the Citizens, but the King alone cannot re- 
* 

* dreſs our Grievances: no Charter can deſtroy 


a Statute ; we are enſlaved by the new Rules, 


$ * and the Parliament only can relieve us: the 


8 Commons 
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s Commons have teſtified their Readinefs ; . and 
£ the Lord Lieutenant” will, I doubt not, act a 
© fimilar Part, tho the Arts and Perſwaſions of 
the Board ſhould influence zo this Day to pe- 
5 tition againſt the Bill ; the Voice of Thouſands 
© muſt be heard. And will any Gentleman call 
* the regular Complaints of this great City for 
many Years, mere Hears of Enthuſiaſm and 
Ambition; They are the cool Effect of Reaſon 
and Reſolution; of Reaſon not to be warped by 
Flattery, and Reſolution not to be intimida- 
© ted by Threats. Says the Gentleman, this is 
2 critical Time: we are in Danger from fo- 
© reign Enemies: is it then a Time to continue 
< Oppreſſion at home? Men are not yet arrived 
| © to that Degree of Virtue to love thoſe who per- 
* fecute them: if it be indeed a Seaſon of Y 
much Danger as ſome Men's Fears ſug ggeſt; i 
is Time to unite; but there can be no ok 
© without Affection Several ſpoke in an- 
ſwer to this but offered nothing new. 5 _ 
The Debate was not without Uſe, for tho? ups 
on a previous Queſtion concerning the Legality 
of the Summons, there was a Majority of 12 
in Favonr of the Board, yet after the Debate, 
there appeared only a Majority of two to peti- 
tion againſt the Bill; The Patition was ſuddenly 
framed, and carried by the Mayor attended by 
a few of the Board to the Regent : Immediately 
the Citizens aſſembled and framed a Petition ig 
favour of the Bill, and detcrmined to go in 2 
Body to preſent. it, and thereby ſhew his Grace 
the Regent that it was not the Deſire of a Ca- 
bal, nor of Men afraid or aſhamed to appear 


publickly 


(39) 
publickly in Defence of what: they privately 


wiſhed : How it came to paſs that Mr.. Read 
(ho had ever. been foremoſt on ſuch Occafi ions) 


was not ſingled out to preſent their Petition, is 


yet uncertain; Many hundreds crowded to the 
Caſtle; The Regent received them with Affabi- 


lity, ſaid he would lay their Petition before his 


Council, who better underſtood the Affairs of 


this City than he could poſſibly, and what they 
adviſed ſhould have his Concurrence; with this 
Anſwer they departed. Notwithſtanding this 


Petition the Council fat down to form a new 


Model, and while they. were thus employed, 
others were induſtrious to create a Stillneſs and 


Quiet among the Citizens till the new Device 


ſhou'd come from the Council ; The Secreta 
of the Regent. was not the leaſt induſtrious 


3 


ſelf diſcovered. . 


The new Bill. came and did not contain a | line 
of the former; yet many Agents were aſſiduous 


to commend it, urging how impolitic it wou'd 


be not to accept even of a little, as it c wou'd 


5 6 4 $4 


Way of arguing "had its Effect upon ſo many, 


that it was neceſſary ſome Meaſures ſhould be f 


tasen to prevent the Acquieſcence of the City to 
a Bill, which would make its Government little 
better perhaps worſe than it was: The Frater- 


nity of Hoſiers immediately ſtep'd forth, examin- 


ed this new, Piece of Cookery, exerted their Right 
| of Judging and cenſuring Laws while they are 
only in Agitation, and particularly ſuch as are 
| : | imme- 
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„„ 
ininedlurly to affe& their Rights and Franchiſes; 8 
and openly declared it an unſatisfactory Bill. 
The Novelty of this Meaſure furpriſed ſome, 
and pleaſed others; little Agents wete induſtri- 
ous to lay hold of the Surprized, and by dread- 
ful Apprehenfions turn their Syrprize into Fear - 
| they repreſented i it as wrong to mention the Pri- 
vy: council, dangerous to form an Opinion of its 
Actions; as if it had a judiciary 28 well as a 
tegiſlative Power, they whiſpere that the Fra- 
ternity would be called to anſwer ta the Council, 
and ſpoke of it as of a Star- chamber i in its Me- 
ridian of Power. The Mayor recommended 
Caution to the Printer, inſinuating that what he 
had publiſhed was conſtrued a Libel, and might 
be fatal to him; The Printer anſwer'd, That 
many eminent Lawyers had declared the con- 
trary, and therefore he had publiſhed it. 
But all did not intimidate other Fraternities 
and Societies from doing the like, tho? ſome 
who before were ſtrenuqus againſt the Bill grew. 
indifferent and eareleſs of it's Fate: Great In- 
dnſtry was uſed alſo in the Houſe of Parliament 
to convince the Commons that this privy Bil} | 
was agreeable to the Citizens. Some Members, 
who ſaw the contrary, adviſed the Citizens to 
petition againſt it: a Petition againſt it was ac- 
cordingly drawn and ſigned by ſeveral Hun- 
dreds: a few ſtep'd forth openly and framed a 
Petition i in favour of it; but tho” aided by the 
Lord-Mayor and others; and tho? they had A- 
gents 1n, all Quarters of the Town to get Per: 
ſons to ſign blank Sheets, which when filled, 


Were 
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(4) 
were to be annexed to the firſt Sheet containing 
the Petition, but with all their Management 


they cou'd not influence an Hundred to ſign it. 


Small as the Number was, they had Courage to 
prefer their Petition on the Day the Privy Bill 


was read. Mr. Eyre immediately prefer'd a 


Counter-Petition, ſigned, as he ſaid, by Hun- 


dreds of his Majeſty's moſt loyal uninfluenced 
Subjects of the City of Dublin. As ſoon as the 


Bill was read, Mr. Leh having prefac'd pom- 


pouſly in favour thereof, but more in favour of 


the Lord-Mayor and ſome others who petitioned 


for it, moved that it ſhould be committed and 
examined Paragraph by Paragraph; but the 
Houſe differed from him, and refuſed to com- 
mit it, as it was ſo far from agreeing with the 


Bill which they had paſs'd, that it even had a 
different Name. Mr. Perry afterwards moved 
that it ſhould appear on their Books as a re- 


jected Bill, calling it the Work of low Cabal; 


and the. whole Houſe, Mr. L— 


t excepted, 


agreed to the Motion: Thus ended this Year 
the Scheme of regulating the City of Dublin. 


The Relater of theſe: Facts knows how fre- 
quently and how improperly Reflections of the 


Tellers are intermixed with their Stories; yet 
he ventures here to make one, and that a ſhort 
- Obſervation: He undertakes not to cenſure 


any particular Parts of the Bill, but the Pro- 
poſal of the Whole at once; had only a Part 
been propoſed at the firſt, it might have been 


obtained; and when the City was reconciled to 
i © one 


cn) 

one Change, that Reconcilement would Have 
aided the obtaining another Regulation, and ſo 
by Degrees the whole Bill might have been pro- 
cCured. 

It had been at the firſt Introduction repre- 
ſented in the Houſe as a Matter in its Im- 
portance inferior only to a Regulation of the 
national Conſtitution; and in its Concluſion it 
ſeems ſo much to have contributed to a Deſign 
of that Kind, that I cannot omit reciting what 
immediately followed the Rejection of this new 
Bill of the Privy-Council. It had affected ſome 
Gentlemen very ſtrongly that the Privy-Council 
| ſhould undertake totally to alter the Bills of the 
Houſe of Commons, and ſend over to the King 
Bills or Petitions of Redreſs quite different 


from thofe which the People preſented. It was 


a Power if legal, that muſt be prejudicial to the 
Liberties of the People, and fo far it was againſt 
the great Law of Reaſon; and it might in its 
Conſequences prove fatal to the King. They 
conſulted the Laws relative to the Power of the 
Council, the Laws of Poynings, and of Philip 
and Mary, and believing no ſuch Thing was 
warranted by them, or any ſubſequent Statute, 
on Wedneſday the of May, Mr. 
French, prefacing his Motion with the Reſpect 

that thould be had to the Dignity of that Houſe 


and to the Welfare of the Kingdom, repreſented 


| how greatly both might ſuffer, if the Council 
ſhould exerciſe a Power, not warranted by the 


e _— of. ſending — ſuch Bills and in 
ſuch 


ca) 
fach r to the Throne, as they thought 


proper; and moved that the Clerk of the Coun- 
cil might lay before the Houſe Copies of all 


the Bills tranſmitted by the Council to England. 


Mr. A Malan. e ſpoke in favour of the Power 
of the Council, as a Body fit to be truſted 


therewith, being bound by Oath to do Juſtice, 
as entitled to that Power by the Conſtitution, 
and with great Exertion of Language repreſent- 
eq it as dangerous, little leſo than Capital to at- 
tempt a Change. This rouſed Mr. Perry, who 
with no leſs Strength of Argument, denyed the 
Power to be legal, though exerciſed, and de- 
clared that however dangerous an Attempt 
might be painted to wreſt that Power from 
them, yet, could he have Hopes of Succeſs, he 
would riſk Fortune and Life in the Attempt. 
The Injuſtice of the Power affected almoſt the 
whole Houſe, and the Queſtion being put on 
Mr. French's Motion, fo many agreed with him 
that laſt of all Mr. N e went over to his 
Side, and none were left for the Negative. 
On Thurſday the Gentlemen who had ſuc- 
ceeded by a kind of Surprize, determin'd to 
puſh the Matter farther ; The Clerk attended 


with the Bills tranſmitted to Englan1, but the 


Conſideration of an Addreſs of Thanks to the 
Duke of Devonſhire engaged that, Day, and the 
Bills were not delivered. The next Day the 


| Houſe had no material Buſineſs, and it was ar- 


dently 
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bunte expected that the Bills wou'd be Veliver- 
ed by the Council's Clerk, Enquiry made 
how many had been ſuppreſſed by the Privy- 
Council, and ſome. Reſolutions enter'd into as a 
Foundation for Proceedings in another Seſſion; 

but the Speaker when call'd upon at two oClock 
to take the Chair, left the Houſe and returned 
not till five Minutes before Three. He had 
ſcarce ſat down when Mr. Conway roſe and told 
the Houſe that his Grace the Regent in Anſwer 
to their Meſſage had deſired they wouw'd wait on 


him with their Addreſs at Three. Mr. French 


ſnatch'd the fe remaining Mintites, had the Clerk 
call*d-to the Bar of the Honſe, and all the Bills 
delivered; and moved that the Houſe ſhou'd ad- 


Journ for half an Hour, in which Time _ might 


wait upon his Grace. Mr. Me oppoſed 
this Motion, alledging the Hardſhip of meeting 
ſo late in the Day when it did not appear that 


any Thing material was to be done; Mr. Freneh 


replied that he had Matters of the -greatelt 
Conſequence to the Dignity of that Houſe and 
the Welfare of the on, to lay before them : 
To which Mr. Mu, ſaid that Mattefs of 
Conſequence could beſt be conſidered in the 
Morning; and after an Alteration of half an 
Hour, and a Diviſion upon the Queſtion in 
Which 43 were for meeting that Day, and 105 
againſt rhem, the: Houſe: was e . the 
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next Day, the Day on which the eu was. to 
g0 to prorogue the Parliament. 
The next Day came, and the Speaker beg 
call'd upon after one o' Clock to take the Chair, 
retired again to his Chamber, and return'd not 
till a little before Two to the Chair. Several 
little Matters took up the Time of the Houſe 
nearly half an Hour; after which Mr. French 
began, but having referr'd to ſome Things ſaid 
by Mr. Me in a preceding Debate, he was 
by that Gentleman twice interrupted as not 
ſpeaking agreeably to the Orders of :the Houſe; 
he proceeded afterwards a very little Way when 
having mention'd that four moſt material Bills 
had been ſtopp'd by the Council, he was inter- 
rupted by Sir R-----d CO who ſaid the Houſe 
had yet no Evidence of that Matter, and there- 


fore he moved, that the Heads of all the Bills - 


ſent by the Commons to the Council ſhould 


firſt be read, then the Heads of all the Bills 


ſent by the Council to England; when he ended, 
Mr. French proceeded, but was afterwards fix 


times interrupted by the ſame Knight, {till in- 


ſiſting that the Heads of all the Bills thould be 
read before Mr. French ſhou'd be allowed to 


ſavy that four had been deſtroyed. The Sound of 


the Regent's Drums at length reached the Houſe, 
and then Mr. Conway his Secretary roſe and 
aid he believed there would be no Impropriety 
it Mr. French was allowed to proceed before the 
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Heads of the Bills were read, for if TI Moti- 

tion proved to be ſuch as required a Read- 
ing of them, they muſt certainly be read before 

the Motion cou'd be diſpoſed of. He had ſcarce 

far down when the Commons were called to the 

Upper Houſe, and edit che Parliament 
ous ue 
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